SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

phantastic; for in this stage of her development she is mostly
governed by psychic reality.1

It is because the possession of children is a means of overcoming
her anxiety and allaying her sense of guilt that I see in the little
girl's normal and intense need for children, the deepest reason for
this desire which is greater than any other. As we know, grown-up
women often have a stronger desire to have a child than to have a
sexual partner.

The small girl's attitude towards the child is also of great
importance for the development of her sublimations. The imaginary
attacks she makes upon her mother's inside by means of her
poisonous and destructive excreta bring on misgivings about the
contents of her own body. Owing to her equation of faeces with
children her phantasies about the 'bad' faeces inside her lead her
to have phantasies about having a cbad' child2 there, and that is
equivalent to having an 'ugly5 abnormal one. The girl's reaction-
formations to her sadistic phantasies about dangerous faeces give
rise, it seems to me, to sublimations of a specifically feminine type.
In analysing small girls we can see very clearly how closely their
longing to possess a 'beautiful' (i.e. 'good' and healthy) child and
their indefatigable efforts to beautify their imaginary baby and their
own body are connected with their fear of having produced in
themselves and put inside their mother ebad' and ugly children
whom they liken to poisonous excrement.

Ferenczi has described the changes3 which the child's interest in
faeces undergoes in the various stages of its development, and has
come to the conclusion that its coprophilic tendencies are early
sublimated in part into a pleasure in shining things. One element
in this process of sublimation is, I think, the child's fear of cbad'
and dangerous pieces of stool. From this there is a direct sublimatory
path leading to the theme of 'beauty'.4 The very strong need
which women feel to have a beautiful body and a lovely home and
for beauty in general is based on then* desire to possess a beautiful
interior to their body in which 'good9 and lovely objects and
innocuous excrements are lodged. Another line of sublimation from

1 Recognition of internal reality is the foundation of adaptation to external
reality. The child's attitude to its phantasy-objects, which, in this stage of its
life, are phantastic imagos of its external, real objects will determine its rela-
tions to those objects later on.

2 The equation of a 'bad' penis or bad pieces of stool with a child, has
already been discussed. The two equations exist side by side and reinforce
each other.

3 Ferenczi, *The Origin of Interest in Money' (1914).

4 Probably also for the purpose of disfiguring her mother or making her
ugly.
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